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These Days .... 

-M. • * 

hiscnh&iver, Kennedy and Cuba 


By George E. Sokolsky 
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were Just preliminaries. 

.Now some say that it is bad 
to talk about foreign affairs 
because it upsets the foreign- 
ers and makes them nervous 
and the foreigners may lose 
confidence in us. Oh my! 

Roosevelt used that line in 
each campaign subsequent to 
1932. Please don't talk about 
foreign affairs; in fact, talk 
about nothing. So he man- 
aged to be elected four times 
because the party in opposi- 
tion had nothing to say. In 
fact, it all got around to that 
me-too business, which is a 
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brother. Haul, a Communist; 
Ins chief adjutant, Che 
Guevara, a Communist.) 

March 13 — U. S. tourist 
killed, l s. Government 
silent and inactive. 

May 24 — New revolutionary 
force lands in Cuba. Explo- 
sion knocks out Havana 
power works. 

May 17— Kail E. T. Smith 
appointed Ambassador after 
a pro-Castro briefing by Her- 
bert Matthews. 

Aug. 1 — Batista suspends 
the constitution, 

Revolutionists seized near 
Key West; their real base of 
operation is Miami, on Amer- 
ican soil. 

1 958: Castro continues 
raids and revolutionary ac- 
tivity. Receives arms and 
personnel from the United 
States. Civil war continues 
throughout the year. Ameri- 
can Ambassadors Gardner, 
Smith. Hill, Braden, Pauley 
have warned the State De- 
partment of the character of 
the Castro revolution and 
that the Castros were Com- 
munist or Communist-affili- 
ated. No action. 

1959: Castro takes over. He 
sei-. up a revolutionary gov- 
ernment. 




luce The Stale Ih 
had records of Ca.-i 
rnunist affiliations , 
1957: i astro for. 
(Fidel Castro had . 
in Begot aza (1948: 


uariment 
'i s Com- 
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■ active. 

part 
regarded 
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19(14: Ri d china steps in 
i He Cuban sugar crop 
■"id It'd Chinese advisers ar- 
rive :n t uba in large num- 
ber.-,. Poland. Rumania, 
( zed. "Slovakia and other 
Communist countries estab- 
lish commercial pacts, with 
Cuba. 

i be State Department had 
withheld supplies from Ra- 
t.sia, a .sinning that Castro 
was a democratic leader, but 
0,1 Get I. President Eisen- 
hower declared that the Unit- 
ed Stales ul d-Tend it s base 
at Guaiitai.aun.. ami thence 

ill 1 rua^iir/eU \i list had 


really happened and what 
the danger Is. 

-’ Kennedy Administration a 
J 961: Murder, rapine, abuse* 
of human right* continues. " 
Russians disclose their as- 
sociation with Castro revolu- 
tion. Khrushchev vows aid to.'' 
Oaatro, April 18. 

. April 30 — Che Guevara de- 
clares Cuba socialized— an- 
nounces 5-year Plan— Com- • 
munlst International an- : 
nounces, support Red China 
announces It will build fac- 
tories in Cuba. 

May 1 — Castro declares 
Cuba socialist. He says: "If 
Mr. Kennedy does not like 
socialism, we don't like im- 
perialism, we don’t like cap- 
italism,” He warns that the 
United States "aggressive 
policy” is “putting New York 
in danger of becoming an- 
other Hiroshima.” % 

State Department declares^ 
Cuba a Communist country, f 
April 17— Landing at Bay | 
of Pigs by Cuban anti-Com- | 
munists — organized in the j 
United States under the aus- j 
pices of CIA. Air cover re- ! 
moved by President Kennedy, i 
Invasion fails. 

Dec. 12 — Castro announces: 

“I am a Marxist-Leninist 
and will be one until the day 
1 die. The rest of the world : 
is on the road toward com- 
munism Cuba’s program will ' 
be Marxist - Leninist ’but i 
adopted to conditions in ‘ 
Cuba.” 

This Is not, of course, the 
w-hole story of Cuba from ‘ 
1956 to 1962, but it is a suffi- 
cient outline to indicate what 
happened. Neither Mr. Eisen- 
hower nor Mr. Kennedy can 
be held blameless. Thev 
should not attack each other 
ahout this as both have pur- i 
sued identical do - nothing 
policies. I 
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